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mend to the attention of the school authorities the beautiful takli.
It is carried in one's pocket. All the children can work it simul-
taneously. It can be used anywhere and everywhere. In the
Allahabad municipal schools, for instance, there were only 334
wheels for 3,400 boys and girls to work at but of these one half
remained idle for want of repair. I am sure that the wheels did
not give more than 150 yards per boy or girl per 45 minutes.
That means 47,250 yards daily at the most. A takli will not yield
more than 30 yards in the same time. But all the 3,400 can
work at the same time. Therefore, one would get, through the use
of the takli, 10,200 yards per day, i.e., more than double the quan-
tity yielded by the wheels. The takli, therefore, is the best spinning
instrument in the long run for schools and such groups. The takli
takes no more time to master than the wheel. I, therefore, recom-
mend the immediate adoption of the takli in the Allahabad muni-
cipal schools. They may retain the charkha for individual boys
who may want to give extra time to them and are anxious to turn
out large quantities of yarn.

Toung India, 11-6-1925

124.   NOT MAN'S WORK?

Thus writes a professor:

Personally, I have full faith in the spinning-wheel and khaddar. I
fully understand that without khaddar there can be no common bond
between the classes and the masses of India. And without a common
bond, without feeling as one, no country can accomplish anything, much
less India. Besides, I can very well understand that a success in sufficient
production of khaddar is bound to result in excluding foreign cloth.
Khaddar programme must be worked out to a success, if India is to
achieve freedom.

But I am of opinion that you have begun at the wrong end* To
ask able-bodied men to sit for spinning, like women, is what appears odd
in the eyes of most of the people. I quite appreciate the reflection that
we, at present, are no better than women. Still, the reality is that we,
all of us, can't take up the work which has been associated in our coun-
try, for centuries, with women. Again, I would have consented to shake
off this acquired notion, could I be persuaded to believe that at least the
female population of the country have taken up the cause of spinning
and that it still requires further support from the male population. To
ask men to ply the spinning-wheel, while the female folk strut about in
fine foreign saris, is putting the cart before the horse. Besides, the ques-